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Constitutional Underpinnings Study Guide Part B

LO 1.B.1: Analyze and compare democratic ideals reflected in US foundational documents.
EK 1.B.1.a: The U.S. government is based on ideas of limited government including natural rights, popular sovereignty,
republicanism, and social contract.
Idea
Definition
Philosopher &
Application
Writing
natural rights

popular
sovereignty

republicanism

social contract

EK 1.B.1.b: Historical documents, especially the Declaration of independence and the U.S. Constitution, provide a
foundation for the unique form of political democracy in the U.S.
Discuss how historical documents, especially the Declaration of independence and the U.S. Constitution, provide a
foundation for the unique form of political democracy in the U.S.
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LO 1.B.2: Compare and interpret Federalist and Anti‐Federalist views on central government and democracy.
EK 1.B.2.a: What were Madison’s arguments in Federalist 10?

EK 1.B.2.b: How did Anti‐Federalist writings including Brutus 1 adhere to popular democratic theory?

LO 1.C.1: Explain the relationship between key provisions of the Articles of Confederation and the debate over
granting greater power to the federal government formerly reserved to the states.
EK 1.C.1.a: Specific incidents and legal challenges that highlighted key weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
Specific
How did the incident/challenge highlight a weakness of the Articles of Confederation?
Incident/Challenge

LO 1.C.2: Analyze causes and effects of constitutional compromises in addressing political, economic, and regional
divisions.
EK 1.C.2.a: Compromises deemed necessary for adoption and ratification of the Constitution
Compromise Deemed Necessary
Description & Significance
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EK 1.C.2.b: The positive and negative consequences of constitutional compromise
Constitutional Compromise(s)
Positive Consequence(s)

Constitutional Compromise(s)

Negative Consequence(s)

LO 1.C.3: Explain how the issues raised in the ratification debate are reflected in ongoing philosophical disagreements
about democracy and governmental power.
EK 1.C.3.a: The tension between the role of the central government, the powers of state governments, and the rights of
individuals reflects ongoing philosophical disagreements about democracy and government power as represented by:
Issue
Discuss the tensions between central government, state governments, and individuals as
ongoing philosophical disagreements about democracy and governmental power.
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