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Course Description: 
       AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level year-long                                                                                           
course that not only seeks to prepare you for success on the AP Exam 
in May, but also provide you with the political knowledge and 
reasoning processes to participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in 
discussions and debates that are currently shaping American politics 
and society. It is important to note that this course is not a history 
course; it is a political science course that studies the 
interconnectedness of the different parts of the American political 
system and the behaviors and attitudes that shape this system and are 
the byproduct of this system.

AP U.S. Government and Politics accomplishes these goals by framing 
the acquisition of political knowledge around enduring 
understandings and big ideas about American government and politics 
that can be applied to a set of disciplinary practices through the use of 
a set of reasoning processes. Through the development of this set of 
political knowledge, disciplinary practices, and reasoning processes, by 
the end of the course, you will be able to analyze current and historical 
political events like a political scientist and develop factually accurate, 
well- reasoned, thoughtful arguments and opinions that acknowledge 
and grapple with alternative political perspectives.

Helpful Apps

    Google Classroom                QR Code Reader

    Google Drive                       Khan Academy

    Course Requirements
                Read Material
                    Study chapters and supplemental readings as   
                    assigned. Read all required material before class.

Submit Assignments
Turn in all assignments on time.  If you are on 
campus, but miss class due to an activity the work 
is still to be submitted that day.

                Respect
                    All staff and students are to be treated with respect.   
                    Act responsibly in class, including Language used  
                    and academic integrity (do not cheat or submit  
                    someone else’s work as your own).

                     Participate in Class
                          Actively participate in class discussions. Ask and  
                          respond to questions by both the teacher and 
                          other students. Class discussions are expected to 
                          be fun and insightful, but always civil.

Collaborate with Others
Work in groups in an interactive environment. 
Participate together in discussions, teamwork, 
group projects, research, and presentations.

                    Be on Time & Prepared
                          Be on time to class, turn  in assignments on  
                          time, and take exams on time. Come with your 
                          class supplies.



Health Notice  
                              I/Ms. Ramos have crazy allergies and asthma.    
                            Absolutely NO Corn Nut products are allowed in 
                            class! Just opening the product sends me into 
                            an asthma attack. Also, no Takis or spraying of 
                            perfume or other scented products they may 
contain some floral substances which I am allergic to as well. 

                   

Materials/supplies                                                
                             Binder
                             Lined Paper
                             Blue and/or black pens
                             Red pen for correction/Peer Editing
                             Pencil with eraser for assessments
                             Highlighters will be helpful!

Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, or helping someone else commit an act of academic dishonesty.  
Cheating is defined as the act of obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for work by the use of any dishonest, deceptive, 
fraudulent, or unauthorized means.  Plagiarism is the act of taking the work of another and offering it as one’s own 
without giving credit to that source.  As a historian and political scientist, I take plagiarism and cheating very seriously.  I 
will be enforcing the ALHS Academic Integrity Policy in full.  See ramosworld.weebly.com for a copy of the entire policy.

Cell Phones and music devices (iPods, etc.):  These items are not to be used in class, unless instructed by myself to take them 
out, and will be confiscated and turned in to the Dean’s office.  This IS your warning.  If you need to contact a parent or 
your parent needs to contact you, follow ALHS policy and contact the school guidance office to relay the message to the 
student (Student/Parent Handbook 2017-18 Page 13).

Percentage Letter Grade

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59 or lower F

              Grading Scale

  Summative assessments comprise   
  60% of a student’s grade.   
  Projects,  Mastery Assignments ,  
  And Formative assignments 
  comprise 40% of a student’s    
  grade.

+ 9

8

- 6

Formative  
scoring

                 Video Permission
                          We will utilize video clips from shows such as Meet the press, This Week, The Five, the Newsroom West Wing,  
                          SNL, Colbert Report, and Last Week Tonight to discuss contemporary politics and how issues are framed, 
including episodes specifically mentioned by the AP College Board and the AP College Board Summer Institute Training.

http://cjuhsd-ca.schoolloop.com/file/1325749002465/1309101244690/3354919983975270997.pdf


Parent and student: Please sign, stating that you have read, understand, and will abide by the syllabus.
     
Student Name: (PRINT LEGIBLY)______________________________________________________________________   Period: _____

Student Signature: __________________________________________________________________   Date ___________________

Parent/Guardian signature: ___________________________________________________________    Date __________________

Course Content and Big Ideas:
The course content consists of the essential political knowledge that will be synthesized in the construction of enduring understandings and big 
ideas about American government and politics. The big ideas that connect the content in the course units include:
● Constitutionalism (CON)
● Liberty and Order (LOR)
● Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD)
● Competing Policy-Making Interests (PMI)
● Methods of Political Analysis (MPA)

Reasoning Processes:
The reasoning processes are the thought processes that will facilitate connection-making and analysis in the pursuit of effectively executing the 
disciplinary practices in the course. In other words, the reasoning processes form the cognitive bridge between the course content/big ideas and the 
disciplinary practices. The reasoning processes in this course include:
● Definition/Classification: Demonstrating knowledge of course concepts
● Explain - Process: Explaining political processes
● Explain - Causation: Explaining causes and effects of political principles, institutions, processes, and behaviors
● Explain - Comparison: Explaining similarities and differences among political principles, institutions, processes, and behaviors

Disciplinary Practices:
The disciplinary practices are the tasks students will apply to the course content using the reasoning processes. Becoming proficient in these disciplinary 
practices gives you the tools to analyze political information, regardless of the format, and develop a factually accurate, thoughtful, and 
well-reasoned argument or opinion about an issue related to American government and politics. The disciplinary practices in this course include:
● Practice 1: Apply political concepts and processes to scenarios in context
● Practice 2: Apply Supreme Court decisions
● Practice 3: Analyze and interpret quantitative data represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps, and infographics
● Practice 4: Read, analyze, and interpret foundational documents and other text-based and visual sources
● Practice 5: Develop an argument in essay format

Every AP Exam question fuses course content, reasoning processes, and disciplinary practices. Thus, in-class and outside of class assignments will focus 
on the acquisition of course content and the application of course content to disciplinary practices using reasoning skills.


