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Learning Intention Success Criteria You will 
need

notes

● I am learning about the 
elements of a scientific 
poll.

● I am learning about the 
quality and credibility of 
claims based on public 
opinion data.

● I can identify polling 
methods/techniques

● I can explain patterns 
and trends in data to 
draw conclusions.

Agenda Measuring & 
Evaluating Public 
Opinion

Homework Watch DV 4.6

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khnq_elK6w0


Learning Intention
● I am learning about the 

elements of a scientific 
poll.

● I am learning about the 
quality and credibility of 
claims based on public 
opinion data.

Success Criteria
● I can identify polling 

methods/techniques
● I can explain patterns and 

trends in data to draw 
conclusions.

● I can explain what the data 
implies or illustrates about 
political principles, 
institutions, processes, 
policies, and behaviors.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YutGQInX_PDP6dH7l1UAnegDP2kfsOz_ZbMyB8jdLC4/copy#gid=861821873


a) The poll included an equal number of white voters and voters who 

identify as a person of color.

b) The poll revealed a sampling error of +/-5%

c) The poll reached only landline telephone users to ensure 

consistency.

d) The poll was conducted by a candidate’s campaign allies.

BELL RINGER
Which of the following characteristics best suggests that a 
public opinion poll is scientific and reasonably accurate?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5TVRNRmtXc2JhY2FKTUFyZTh0YXZweVZHNVlFOFRIN1VGYUtKQV81MURBIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmN2Q1ZjlhMTJmXzBfNzEiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjE5TVRNRmtXc2JhY2FKTUFyZTh0YXZweVZHNVlFOFRIN1VGYUtKQV81MURBL2ZkMWMxYjZlLTE5OGItNDE4Yi04NGZkLWIzYTU4NTVhN2E3OCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Preparing Valid Questions

ACCEPTABLE FORMAT
• Closed-ended (but what choices?)
• Open-ended (how to report?)

UNACCEPTABLE FORMAT
• Double-barrelled (asking two separate questions in one)
• Ambiguous (uses vaguely defined terms)
• Biased/Leading (uses manipulative language, more or less 

force-feeding the answer to the respondent)



Analyzing and Reporting the Findings

● Responsible pollsters 
consider the challenges of 
measuring intensity, stability, 
and relevance of data in their 
reporting.

● They also explain their 
methodology in minute detail 
so that others can assess 
how to weight the results of 
the poll.



Analysis II: Social Desirability Distortion

Bradley Effect - if answers would reveal socially 
undesirable trait/opinion, respondents might lie.
• Did you vote?
• Questions that would reveal racism, sexism, 

homophobia.

Bandwagon Effect - respondents might want to please the 
pollster, tell them what they think they want to hear. Or the 
respondent may want to feel that they are with the in-crowd, 
especially relevant with exit polls.



• Collecting information on how to 
conduct their campaign

• Collecting information to shape policy
• Promoting themselves to the public 

(platform formation)
• Conducting opposition research
• Collecting information to inform votes 

on bills/actions
• Gaining support from donors

How might politicians use polling data?



• Think of themselves as trustees, not delegates
• Loyalty to particular interest groups (e.g., large donors)
• Not worried about reelection
• Principle (stop laughing)
• Believe that public opinion will change

When do politicians ignore public opinion?



How Politicians Might Use Polling Data
• Collecting information on how 

to conduct their campaign
• Collecting information to shape 

policy
• Promoting themselves to the 

public (platform formation)
• Conducting opposition 

research
• Collecting information to 

inform votes on bills/actions
• Gaining support from donors

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YutGQInX_PDP6dH7l1UAnegDP2kfsOz_ZbMyB8jdLC4/copy#gid=1588488392


When do politicians ignore public opinion?

100+ 250+ 300+ 500+

• Think of themselves as 
trustees, not delegates

• Loyalty to particular 
interest groups (e.g., large 
donors)

• Not worried about 
reelection

• Principle (stop laughing)
• Believe that public opinion 

will change



When do politicians ignore public opinion?

100+ 250+ 300+ 500+

• Think of themselves as 
trustees, not delegates

• Loyalty to particular 
interest groups (e.g., large 
donors)

• Not worried about 
reelection

• Principle (stop laughing)
• Believe that public opinion 

will change



a) Poll results are too inaccurate to be useful to political campaigns.

b) Candidates should avoid formulating policy related to healthcare.

c) Candidates can use polls to help adjust their messages about 

public policy.

d) Candidates will decide which topics to focus on in their campaigns, 

other than healthcare.

CFU
Which of the following is an implication from the results of the 
poll for political campaigns?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5TVRNRmtXc2JhY2FKTUFyZTh0YXZweVZHNVlFOFRIN1VGYUtKQV81MURBIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmN2Q1ZjlhMTJmXzBfMTEzIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxOU1UTUZrV3NiYWNhSk1BcmU4dGF2cHlWRzVZRThUSDdVRmFLSkFfNTFEQS84MGRkNzUyNi03OTBiLTQ3ZDQtOGUzOS0yYjE3MDczNzg4YmIifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


CONTEXTNEGATIVITY



CONTEXTNEGATIVITY



CONTEXTSATISFACTION



CONTEXTPOLARIZATION

https://www.people-press.org/interactives/political-polarization-1994-2017/


CONTEXTPOLARIZATION



https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/hispanic-voters-now-key-in-swing-counties-nationwide-123196485855
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https://www.pewresearch.org/2020/09/23/the-changing-racial-and-ethnic-composition-of-the-u-s-electorate/#fnref-375848-2
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5TVRNRmtXc2JhY2FKTUFyZTh0YXZweVZHNVlFOFRIN1VGYUtKQV81MURBIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmN2Q1ZjlhMTJmXzBfODQxIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxOU1UTUZrV3NiYWNhSk1BcmU4dGF2cHlWRzVZRThUSDdVRmFLSkFfNTFEQS8wMmUxN2RlYy1mZDdkLTRmYTItYjRlNS00ODFiNGQ0YmQwNmUifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


https://poll.qu.edu/poll-release?releaseid=3824


https://graphics.reuters.com/USA-BIDEN/POLL/nmopagnqapa/
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5TVRNRmtXc2JhY2FKTUFyZTh0YXZweVZHNVlFOFRIN1VGYUtKQV81MURBIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmN2Q1ZjlhMTJmXzBfNzkxIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxOU1UTUZrV3NiYWNhSk1BcmU4dGF2cHlWRzVZRThUSDdVRmFLSkFfNTFEQS82YzVlMzk2NS00NTAwLTRjNDctYmYzYi03NjRlZGUyMGRlOWMifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


What do you notice about the demographic data 
in the Quinnipiac and YouGov poll?

https://today.yougov.com/topics/politics/trackers/president-biden-job-approval-rating
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5TVRNRmtXc2JhY2FKTUFyZTh0YXZweVZHNVlFOFRIN1VGYUtKQV81MURBIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmN2Q1ZjlhMTJmXzBfODI0IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxOU1UTUZrV3NiYWNhSk1BcmU4dGF2cHlWRzVZRThUSDdVRmFLSkFfNTFEQS8xYjI2NjI0MC1jODUyLTRhNjgtODQyNS03NWRjMTUwMzg0YTAifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-build-back-better-americans-dont-know-opinion-poll/


https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/pollster-ratings/


Homework/To-Do

Read 367- 374 & work on 
One-Pagers/Study Guide

Reading

Bring images to create your 
tribute slide next class

Daily Tribute

See next slide for details

Political Pumpkin

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YutGQInX_PDP6dH7l1UAnegDP2kfsOz_ZbMyB8jdLC4/copy#gid=489209080








http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oge0HJ1S1Vg

