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Several new laws have been
passed. These laws give the
police and the courts more
power to find, catch, and
prosecute people who might be

criminals.




The police
and post office
employees may open

and read any mail they
think might be interesting.

Police and soldiers can enter and
search homes and businesses | =
whenever they want.

The new laws allow people to be
searched...completely...if they look suspicious.



From now on, Americans who look like they
might be breaking the law will be treated as if
they are guilty until they are proven innocent.

One judge will decide if
a person is innocent ox
guilty. The decision will
be final.

There will be no lawyer
There will be no jury.



How would you like
these new laws?
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No need to worry. This could not happen
today. All of these laws are now




When the founders of our nation created the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, they wanted to try
to make sure that people, even those accused of a
crlme would be treated fa|rIy
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They used ideas from English Common Law, ike people
are innocent until proven guilty.






Protects against unreasonable
searches and seizures of...

houses,
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' -g* ‘No double jeopardy.
e process of law. Just compen‘ion.
- Don’t have to testify against yourself.




Speedy, public trial.
Impartial jury.

Informed of accusation.
Right to an attorney.

Witnhesses:

Confront those against you.
Have your own.




No excessive bail or fires.
No cryel or yaysyal pyrishment.

States must...
Treat all people equally under the law.
Provide due process of law.

Protect the basic liberties spelled out in
the U.S. Constitution.
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The words of these
amendments have not
changed, but the way the
courts interpret them has.
Over the last 200 years our

due process rights have
*****************
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In the 1960s the courts made several rulings that
expanded our due process protections. Before
this time...

If the police searched your house without a warrant,
you might be able to file a complaint and sue the
police, but the evidence they found could still be

used against you in court.

The police did not have to “read you
your rights” before interrogating you.

If you could not afford an attorney...

too bad.




It 1s up to the courts to
uphold the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights.

Society changes over
time, and so does the way
judges 1nterpret the law.

The courts look at a given
case and decide whether
someone accused of a crime
received due process.

The First Chief Justices



The United States Supreme Court 1s the highest court 1n
the land. Its decisions cannot be appealed. Only the
Supreme Court can overturn its own decisions.
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You are going to become Supreme Court justices.
You will hear and decide a case dealing with a due
process 1ssue.
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