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Critical Thinking & 
Collaboration

HW:  Read Pgs 41-55 (2.3- 2.4)

Essential Question

Objective Agenda

TCELL
Why are there debates 

about the power between 
the federal and state 

governments?

Explain how Federalist & 
Anti-Federalist views on central 
government and democracy are 

reflected in US foundational docs.

* One Pagers
* Declaration & A of C

* Primary Source Activity
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One Pagers

















Articles of Confederation & Weaknesses
Shay’s Rebellion
● Farmers unable to pay 

taxes, lose land, revolt
● Govt can’t act- No army
Power to Tax
● Govt inability to tax



Document A: (Modified)

Melancton Smith, June 21, 1788 Representatives 

should be a true picture of the people. They should 
understand their circumstances and their troubles. 
Therefore, the number of representatives should be so 
large that both rich and poor people will choose to be 
representatives. If the number of representatives is 
small, the position will be too competitive. Ordinary 
people will not attempt to run for office. A middle-class 
yeoman (farmer) will never be chosen. So, the 
government will fall into the hands of the few and the 
rich. This will be a government of oppression. The rich 
consider themselves above the common people, 
entitled to more respect. They believe they have the 
right to get anything they want. 

Is this person 
happy with how 

the new 
Constitution deals 

with 
representation?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoibXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2UiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbIlllcyIsIk5vIl19pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDk3OTIxMTE2NTE5ODQzMDkxNDEiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc1ZmQ3YWE2ZjI0XzBfMjAiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljLzIzMjRjY2Q3LTZjNzktNGFlNi05MGVmLTZmZmEzMWMxYjVlNCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Document A: (Modified)

Melancton Smith, June 21, 1788 Representatives 

should be a true picture of the people. They should 

understand their circumstances and their troubles. 

Therefore, the number of representatives should be so 

large that both rich and poor people will choose to be 

representatives. If the number of representatives is small, 

the position will be too competitive. Ordinary people will 

not attempt to run for office. A middle-class yeoman 

(farmer) will never be chosen. So, the government will fall 

into the hands of the few and the rich. This will be a 

government of oppression. The rich consider themselves 

above the common people, entitled to more respect. They 

believe they have the right to get anything they want. 

What kind of 
government 
would this 

person like to 
see?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoibXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2UiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbIkltcHJvdmVkIGNvbmZlZGVyYXRpb24iLCJTdHJvbmcgY2VudHJhbCBnb3Zlcm5tZW50LSBDb25zdGl0dXRpb24iLCJPdGhlciJdfQ==pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDk3OTIxMTE2NTE5ODQzMDkxNDEiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc1ZmQ3YWE2ZjI0XzBfMzgiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljLzI4NzkzODA5LTdjZDgtNDMyYi04MDRiLTE3ODM4NDZkMGM1NyJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Document A: (Modified)

Melancton Smith, June 21, 1788 Representatives 

should be a true picture of the people. They should 

understand their circumstances and their troubles. 

Therefore, the number of representatives should be so 

large that both rich and poor people will choose to be 

representatives. If the number of representatives is small, 

the position will be too competitive. Ordinary people will 

not attempt to run for office. A middle-class yeoman 

(farmer) will never be chosen. So, the government will fall 

into the hands of the few and the rich. This will be a 

government of oppression. The rich consider themselves 

above the common people, entitled to more respect. They 

believe they have the right to get anything they want. 

Find a quote 
to support 
your claim.

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
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Document A: (Modified)

Melancton Smith, June 21, 1788 Representatives 

should be a true picture of the people. They should 

understand their circumstances and their troubles. 

Therefore, the number of representatives should be so 

large that both rich and poor people will choose to be 

representatives. If the number of representatives is small, 

the position will be too competitive. Ordinary people will 

not attempt to run for office. A middle-class yeoman 

(farmer) will never be chosen. So, the government will fall 

into the hands of the few and the rich. This will be a 

government of oppression. The rich consider themselves 

above the common people, entitled to more respect. They 

believe they have the right to get anything they want. 

Based on this 
document, 

what sort of 
people in 

society would 
support this 

point of view?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDk3OTIxMTE2NTE5ODQzMDkxNDEiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc1ZmQ3YWE2ZjI0XzBfNDgiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljLzk1ZTBmNGVlLWU4NzctNGRhYi04YzE5LTI3ZjBkNDVmMDBlYyJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Document B: (Modified) 

Alexander Hamilton, June 21, 1788 

The Anti-Federalists seem to think that a pure democracy would be the 
perfect government. Experience has shown that this idea is false. The 
ancient democracies of Greece were characterized by tyranny and run 
by mobs. The Anti-Federalists also argue that a large representation is 
necessary to understand the interests of the people. This is not true. 
Why can’t someone understand fifty people as well as he understands 
twenty people? The new constitution does not make a rich man more 
eligible for an elected office than a poor person. I also think it’s 
dangerous to assume that men become more wicked as they gain 
wealth and education. Look at all the people in a community, the rich 
and the poor, the educated and the ignorant. Which group has higher 
moral standards? Both groups engage in immoral or wicked behavior. 
But it would seem to me that the behavior of the wealthy is less wicked 
and sinful.

Is this 
person 

happy with 
how the 

new 
Constitution 
deals with 

representa-
tion?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoibXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2UiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbIlllcyIsIk5vIl19pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDk3OTIxMTE2NTE5ODQzMDkxNDEiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc1ZmQ3YWE2ZjI0XzBfNTMiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljL2ZkYmM4NWNiLTRhMGMtNDlhYi1hNjZjLWVjYmQ0ZWUyZDJmYSJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Document B: (Modified) 

Alexander Hamilton, June 21, 1788 

The Anti-Federalists seem to think that a pure democracy would be the 
perfect government. Experience has shown that this idea is false. The 
ancient democracies of Greece were characterized by tyranny and run 
by mobs. The Anti-Federalists also argue that a large representation is 
necessary to understand the interests of the people. This is not true. 
Why can’t someone understand fifty people as well as he understands 
twenty people? The new constitution does not make a rich man more 
eligible for an elected office than a poor person. I also think it’s 
dangerous to assume that men become more wicked as they gain 
wealth and education. Look at all the people in a community, the rich 
and the poor, the educated and the ignorant. Which group has higher 
moral standards? Both groups engage in immoral or wicked behavior. 
But it would seem to me that the behavior of the wealthy is less wicked 
and sinful.

What kind 
of govt 

would this 
person 
like to 
see?
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Document B: (Modified) 

Alexander Hamilton, June 21, 1788 

The Anti-Federalists seem to think that a pure democracy would be the 
perfect government. Experience has shown that this idea is false. The 
ancient democracies of Greece were characterized by tyranny and run 
by mobs. The Anti-Federalists also argue that a large representation is 
necessary to understand the interests of the people. This is not true. 
Why can’t someone understand fifty people as well as he understands 
twenty people? The new constitution does not make a rich man more 
eligible for an elected office than a poor person. I also think it’s 
dangerous to assume that men become more wicked as they gain 
wealth and education. Look at all the people in a community, the rich 
and the poor, the educated and the ignorant. Which group has higher 
moral standards? Both groups engage in immoral or wicked behavior. 
But it would seem to me that the behavior of the wealthy is less wicked 
and sinful.

Based on 
this 

document, 
what sort of 

people in 
society 
would 

support this 
point of 
view?
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDk3OTIxMTE2NTE5ODQzMDkxNDEiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc1ZmQ3YWE2ZjI0XzBfNjYiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljLzczNDQ1MjhhLTE3MjYtNDA4OC05NGM1LWMxOGY2ZDNiZTA5NyJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Would you have voted to 
ratify the Constitution 
as written in 1787 
(without the Bill of 
Rights)? Explain your 
response.

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDk3OTIxMTE2NTE5ODQzMDkxNDEiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc1ZmQ3YWE2ZjI0XzBfNzIiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFsUUJ6Vkw1aWhDajl5SzhPQjhrM3ZhaEhXWWstOC15NTRLa2JIcTUydGljL2RjMTYyZGU4LTZkNjUtNDUzOS1hZGQ5LTAyOWRiYTFmNDJhYSJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier

