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Fiscal Federalism  
Use the internet and/or your readings to complete the graphic organizer below with examples of fiscal 
federalism. 

Term  Definition  Example 

 
Block Grants 

  
Federal money given to 
states with minimal 
guidelines. 
 

  

 
Categorical 
Grants 

 Federal aid given to 
states after they agree to 
adhere to federal 
guidelines for its use.  
 

  

Grant-in-Aid   
Federal funding given to 
state and local 
governments to fund 
policies and programs. 

  

Mandate   
A formal order or 
requirement as a 
condition of aid. 
 

  

Revenue 
Sharing 

 Congress gives an 
annual amount of federal 
tax revenues to the states 
and their cities, counties, 
and townships. 

  

Recall   
Process through which 
voters can shorten an 
officer’s term. 
 

  

Referendum   
Process through which 
voters can vote on new 
laws. 
 

  

 

 


