Who has AUTHORITY?
Who has LEGITIMACY?

Our essence

A self-evident
truth

Freedom

\ v

APGov’t/Larsen

“US GOVERNMENT Beginnings . . . the Musical”

Our first Constitution
The Articles of Confederation
1776-1787

N

time of fear/tumult

/

won the war
struggled w/peace

no chief executive/no judiciary/no taxes

House: based on population

Bicameral Congress

. Senate: equal
The Great Compromise

Rule of Law

Balancing Act

Liberty

Declaration of Independence

American Revolution
1776

Natural Law
Ordained by

Rooted in Thought

Informal Means: /

1. Court Interpretation
2. Congress - elastic clause
3. Traditions - Presidential acts

/
Order

U.S. Constitution
1787

) . Formal Powers
lawyer’s brief

y Reserved - States
Enumerated - Nat’l
Concurrent - Shared

Human Condition/Depravity

Republic Federalist 51 - “if men were angels”

Popular Sovereignty

Rooted in Experience

Separation of Powers
Checks and Balances
Federalism

Amending the Constitution

2/3 Propose in the US Congress

3/5 Ratify in the State Legislatures Federalist 10

or
Convention in 2/3 States \

only 27 times




