
Campaign Finance Reform 

Reform Act of 1974 

 

 

Federal Elections 

Commission is designed 

to: 

 

 

 

Political Action Committees (PACs): 

	Organized	to	_________________________	for	political	parties	and	_______________________________	to	elect	and	defeat	
candidates.		Considered	“________________________”	of	interest	groups.				____________________________	formed	the	first	PAC	
in	1944	to	raise	money	for	the	re‐election	of	President	FDR.	Money	came	from	contributions	from	union	members.	
A	PAC	will	collect	money	from	a	group’s	employees	or	members	and	make	contributions	in	the	name	of	the	PAC	to	
candidates	and	political	parties.		

Can	give	
 ______________	to	a	candidate	committee	per	election	(primary,	general	or	special)		
 ______________	annually	to	any	national	political	party	committee.	
 ______________	annually	to	any	other	PAC	

May	receive	
 ______________	from	any	one	individual,	PAC	or	party	committee	per	calendar	year.	
 Must	register	with	______________	within	10	days	of	its	creation.	

	
	THREE	TYPES	of	PACS:	
1)	_____________________________________:	to	________________________________________,	_______________________________________,	or	
recognized	_______________________________________________:	Microsoft	&	Teamsters	Union.		May	solicit	contributions	from	
employees	or	members	and	make	contributions	in	the	PACs	name	to	candidates	or	political	parties.		
2)	___________________________:	raise	and	spend	money	to	elect	candidates‐‐	from	any	party.	Made	up	of	individuals	or	
groups	not	connected	to	a	corporation,	labor	group	or	political	party:	National	Rifle	Association	and	Emily's	List	
are	examples.	May	solicit	contributions	from	general	public	of	U.S.	citizens	and	permanent	residents.		
3)	___________________________:	formed	by	politicians	to	help	fund	campaigns	of	other	politicians.	Politicians	often	
create	such	PACs	to	“prove”	their	party	loyalty	or	further	their	goal	of	being	elected	to	a	higher	office.	They	may	be	
more	temporary	for	a	particular	election	cycle.	
	
What	are	superpacs?		
	
	
	
	
	



 

 527 Organizations: 
 
A	______________________	group	organized	under	section	527	of	the	IRS	tax	code.	
Purpose:	Raise	money	for	political	activities	including	voter	mobilization	efforts	and	issue	advocacy.	Influence	the	
________________,	_____________,	______________,	or	________________	of	candidates	for	public	office.	
Not	regulated	by	the	__________	and	not	subject	to	same	campaign	limits	as	PACs.	Required	by	the	FEC	to	file	regular	
disclosure	reports	if	it	is	a	political	party	or	political	action	committee	(PAC)	that	engages	in	activities	expressly	
advocating	the	election	or	defeat	of	a	federal	candidate,	or	in	electioneering	communications.		Many	527s	run	by	
special	interest	groups	can	raise	unlimited	"soft	money,"	which	can	be	use	for	voter	mobilization	and	certain	types	
of	issue	advocacy.	

 
What is public 
financing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the 
impact of the 
Buckley v. Valeo 
Case?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What is the impact of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act also called the McCain-
Feingold Act?  

 

 

 

 

 


