
5.3 Political Parties



Learning Intentions
● I am learning about 

linkage institutions. 
● I am learning about  the 

function and impact of 
political parties on the 
electorate.

Success Criteria

● I can identify the four 
linkage institutions.

● I can identify a function 
of political parties.



a) Being politically conservative.

b) Voting in elections.

c) Distrusting the government

d) Having low levels of education.

BELL RINGER
Individuals with high levels of political efficacy are more likely 
than others to be described as the following?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoibXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2UiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbIkJlaW5nIHBvbGl0aWNhbGx5IGNvbnNlcnZhdGl2ZS4iLCJWb3RpbmcgaW4gZWxlY3Rpb25zLiIsIkRpc3RydXN0aW5nIHRoZSBnb3Zlcm5tZW50IiwiSGF2aW5nIGxvdyBsZXZlbHMgb2YgZWR1Y2F0aW9uLiJdfQ==pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFPTHlmRjJHN3hWWUZmT05nYW1vR0JGdmtrSlBlZGo2OW5tMndLRVRsM0VJIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmYTI3YTlhNWU1XzBfMTA3IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxT0x5ZkYyRzd4VllGZk9OZ2Ftb0dCRnZra0pQZWRqNjlubTJ3S0VUbDNFSS82ZGEwOTk1OC00MGZlLTQxYTctYWY0MC0zZGExN2Y4MDkxYzgifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q15xhG6pVUw


Linkage Institutions

● Elections 
● Political parties 
● Interest groups 
● Media



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A03GCR_Z2sI


Political Parties

● Political party – an organized group of party leaders, 
officeholders, and voters who work together to elect candidates 
to political office

● Sometimes party leaders are challenged within their own ranks
● 2016 leading candidates, Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders, 

capitalized on voters’ profound disgust with “politics as usual”
● Defied the odds and demonstrated America’s break with 

traditional party 





What do you 
think political 
parties DO? 

Be specific

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFPTHlmRjJHN3hWWUZmT05nYW1vR0JGdmtrSlBlZGo2OW5tMndLRVRsM0VJIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmYTI3YTlhNWU1XzBfMTgwIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxT0x5ZkYyRzd4VllGZk9OZ2Ftb0dCRnZra0pQZWRqNjlubTJ3S0VUbDNFSS8yYjlkZTE3Ni0yYzg1LTQ1OGYtYjM4OS1kMGYzYjhlN2Y1NmEifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Parties as Organizations

• Unites people with shared social, economic, ideological goals
• Find, nominate, and support candidates for office
• Educate and mobilize voters
• Raise money, develop media strategy
• National party organizations exist to create a streamlined 

voice (platform) for the party and get members elected
• Outside groups have growing influence over candidates 

compared to parties 



Political Party Functions

● Nominating Candidates
● Running Campaigns & Raise $
● Educate Voters- GOTV
● Advocate Policies- Platform
● Coordinate Policymaking



What is the 

connection between 

federalism and 

political parties?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFPTHlmRjJHN3hWWUZmT05nYW1vR0JGdmtrSlBlZGo2OW5tMndLRVRsM0VJIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmYTI3YTlhNWU1XzBfMTg2IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxT0x5ZkYyRzd4VllGZk9OZ2Ftb0dCRnZra0pQZWRqNjlubTJ3S0VUbDNFSS9hMjc4YzMwNi02YzM4LTQzYjctOTA5ZC01NzYzYzE5MTk3N2EifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier




Parties in the Electorate
• Party identification – the degree to which a voter is connected 

to and influenced by a particular political party
– Parties influence voter choice 
– “R” or “D” is a cue on ballot

• Straight-ticket voting - Voting for all of the candidates on the 
ballot from one political party

• Growing number of independents has led to less party-line voting 
and more split-ticket voting – voting for candidates from 
different parties in the same election





Party in the Government
• Party platform – a set of positions and policy objectives that members of 

a political party agree to
– Voted on at the convention
– When they win, they begin the process of governing based largely on the shared 

platform
• Party leadership chair is responsible for raising money and serves as 

spokesperson
• Recruitment – the process through which political parties identify 

potential candidates 
– Parties help handle the cost and burden of campaign

• Maintain voter database to target in elections





https://abc.com/shows/this-week-with-george-stephanopoulos/episode-guide/2021-11/07-sunday-november-7-2021


What aspects/functions 

of political parties did 

you hear 

discussed/applied in 

the VA governor 

election?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTQwMTg0Njg3OTkyODEwMzE5MzQiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFPTHlmRjJHN3hWWUZmT05nYW1vR0JGdmtrSlBlZGo2OW5tMndLRVRsM0VJIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdmYTI3YTlhNWU1XzBfMTkyIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxT0x5ZkYyRzd4VllGZk9OZ2Ftb0dCRnZra0pQZWRqNjlubTJ3S0VUbDNFSS9mYzkyZGE5MS1mOGJiLTQzYmQtOTIwMC0xOGU3MmY0NGQ2MDEifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Political Party Functions

● Nominating Candidates
● Running Campaigns & Raise $
● Educate Voters- GOTV
● Advocate Policies- Platform
● Coordinate Policymaking

Structure
● National
● State
● Local/

county



Two Political Party Advantages
• Organize the competition 
• Reduce frivolous + one-issue campaigns
• Manageable governance
• Indicators of discontent/safety valve
• Help voters
• Unify the electorate 



Two Political Party Disadvantages
• Limits choices: lesser of two evils
• Lack of new ideas
• Entrenched corruption
• Winner-take-all disenfranchises large minorities
• Increased partisanship instead of promotion of 

compromise



Consider different viewpoints
Draw or type your thoughts on this topic in one head. Draw or type the point of 
view of a different person in the other.

Advantage of 

Political Parties

Disadvantage 

of Political 

Parties

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZWhhbmREcmF3aW5nIiwiZHJhZ2dhYmxlcyI6W3siaWQiOiJkcmFnZ2FibGUwIiwidHlwZSI6Imljb24iLCJpY29uIjp7ImlkIjoiZGVmYXVsdC1jaXJjbGUifSwiY29sb3IiOiIjRDUxRDI4In1dLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVTaXplIjoxMi41NSwiZW1iZWRkYWJsZVVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vIiwiYW5zd2VycyI6W119pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier




Homework: 5.3 CB DVs & read 

14.3-4 and SG


