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October 10/11, 2023

Learning Intention Success Criteria You will 
need

I am learning about 
how cultural factors 
influence political 
attitudes and 
socialization.

I can analyze polling 
data and make 
inferences on polling 
data and political 
socialization and 
cultural factors.

Agenda Socialization & 
Ideology

Homework HW: Watch 
DV 4.4 and 
read 357-368



a) Congress passes legislation increasing eligibility for unemployment benefits.

b) A state legislature creates regulations for public schools which limit the use of 

offensive speech.

c) A city council creates a municipal ordinance that imposes fines for damages done to 

private property.

d) The U.S. Department of Education provides grants for low-income students to attend 

college.

BELL RINGER
Which of the following best describes a government action that is 
consistent with the political philosophy of individualism?
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LEarning Intention
➔ LO: Explain how cultural 

factors influence political 
attitudes and socialization

➔ LO: Explain how cultural 
factors influence political 
attitudes and socialization

I can analyze polling data and 
make inferences on polling 
data and political socialization 
and cultural factors.

Success Criteria



How do you form your 
political belief system?
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1. The family
2. Social Groups

• race
• religion
• gender

3. Region
4. Media

How do you form your 
political belief system?



Political
Socialization 



Set of beliefs 
you hold about 
politics

Political Ideology



What Beliefs do you associate 
with liberals?

Liberal Conservative
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What Beliefs do you associate 
with conservatives?

Liberal Conservative
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• Liberals Support
• Government regulations of 
business

• Welfare programs for the 
poor, minorities & women

• National health care
• Abortion

• Liberals Oppose
• Tax cuts for the wealthy
• Increase in military spending
• School prayer

• Conservatives Support:
• Free market w/ 
little regulations 

• Gun ownership
• Border security 

• Conservative Oppose:
• Expensive welfare 
programs

• Abortion
• National Health care



•Most Americans are moderates and don’t align perfectly 
• Madison’s Federalist #10!

•Libertarian – Fiscally (economy) Conservative, Socially Liberal
• Ex: Support tax cuts; Support legalized marijuana 

•Populist – Fiscally Liberal, Socially Conservative
• Ex: Support paid maternity leave; Opposes abortion

Populist appeal to the 
concerns of the 
“common man”



Demographics

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSBPHSAEdYM








https://www.vox.com/2021/5/10/22425178/catalist-report-2020-election-biden-trump-demographics


“Marriage must be legally defined as only between a man 
and a woman.”

What ideology am I?
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“The government that governs best governs least.”

What ideology am I?
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USE THE CHART TO GAUGE THE IMPORTANT ISSUES 
AND LIKELIHOOD OF POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT FOR 

EACH POPULATION SUBSET



Name Birth Year Range 
(approx.)

Current Political Importance

Silent 
Generation

1924 to 1945 Older seniors, influenced by the Great Depression, socially 
conservative, recently voted very Republican 
 

Baby Boomers 1946 to 1964 Rapidly becoming seniors, socially liberal compared to their parents, 
influenced by Vietnam, Civil Rights Era, now voting Republican 
(barely)

Generation X 1965 to 1980 Now the main business leaders, influenced by post Watergate, socially 
more conservative than their parents. suspicious of government leaders

Millennials 1981 to 1997 The first true computer generation, liberal in social policies, very 
Democratic in recent elections
 

Generation Z 1990 to early 2000s some coming out of college years, slowing down birth rates, less 
religious, very concerned about college costs, accepting of gay rights, 
liberal in votes



WHAT IS MEANT BY GENERATIONAL AND LIFESTYLE EFFECTS?



WHAT WOULD YOU CONSIDER A 
“MAJOR POLITICAL EVENT”?



CONSIDER HOW EACH CIRCUMSTANCE/EVENT 
MIGHT SERVE TO INFLUENCE POLITICAL 

BELIEFS/BEHAVIOR

• World War II and the 
Holocaust

• Served in Gulf War
• 9/11
• The election of Donald 

Trump
• Mass shootings
• Nationally publicized 

incident involving law 
enforcement misconduct

• NFL players Kneeling



What’s the best 
city to be a liberal?
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Source: Smartasset, 2016



What’s the best 
city to be a 
conservative?
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Source: Smartasset, 2016



Let’s look at 2016 exit polls 
to see the different       

“voting blocs” and where 
they actually voted…



The “Gender Gap”



Older voters 
tend to be 

more 
Conservative













“So long as I am president, no American shall go to bed 
hungry, no American shall suffer the burden of 
discrimination, and no American shall fall ill without the 
benefit of medical help.”

What ideology am I?
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 Male, black, urban, student, studying to be a 
lawyer, single

What ideology am I?
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Male, white, rural, farmer, high school education, married

What ideology am I?
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October 10/11, 2023

Learning Intention Success Criteria You will 
need

I am learning about 
how cultural factors 
influence political 
attitudes and 
socialization.

I can analyze polling 
data and make 
inferences on polling 
data and political 
socialization and 
cultural factors.

Agenda Socialization & 
Ideology

Homework HW: Watch 
DV 4.4 and 
read 357-368


