
Issues in Modern 
Federalism

Those Anti-Federalists 
Just Won’t Give Up

Adapted from Bob Fenster



          Federal            vs.           State
● Poor (or irresponsible) 

states may not take care 
of problems

● Ability to level playing field 
between states with grants

● States should be at least 
partly responsible for 
helping their own people

● Laboratories for policy 
experiments

● One size doesn’t fit all -- 
states know what their 
people need

● Underfunded mandates 
from national government 
are unwelcome



Your Mission
● In 25 minutes review the hyperlinked page(s) and/or 

search the Interwebs to be able to:
○ Explain how your issue creates a conflict between the 

national and state governments.
○ Argue whether you believe it should be (a) wholly a 

national issue, (b) entirely a state issue, or (c) a mix of 
the two.



Health Care (2)
● Affordable Care Act 

○ Mandate
○ Pre-existing conditions
○ Young people to 26 

years of age
● Medicaid funding
● State Children’s Health 

Insurance Program

Group 1

https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/fund-reports/2019/jul/federalism-affordable-care-act-health-reform-2020-election
https://www.cdc.gov/injury/pdfs/shd_policy_tool-a.pdf


Immigration (2)
● Border security
● Sanctuary cities
● Immigration enforcement
● Racial profiling (Arizona SB1070)

Group 2

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/immigration-federalism-which-policy-prevails
https://drive.google.com/file/d/120N5hGtOWyCLK0pGMP6UUnpmEFz-gj3E/view?usp=sharing


Infrastructure (2)
● Roads, bridges, water, 

the grid
● Federal vs. state/local
● Public vs. private

Group 3

https://www.aier.org/article/federalism-can-breathe-life-into-infrastructure/
https://www.infrastructureusa.org/paying-for-local-infrastructure-in-a-new-era-of-federalism/


Drugs (2)
● Marijuana - medicinal, 

recreational, clinics
● Opioid crisis
● Rehabilitation and education

Group 4

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aOBlz64fRsO4E5Vlctq4vnZcPZXVEAci/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q1lmC1UpXrWxZE03ToQshM77EV0988wR/view?usp=sharing


Guns (2)
● Background checks 
● Concealed carry 
● Assault weapons 
● School shootings

Group 5

https://www.jurist.org/commentary/2017/12/allen-rostron-gun-rights-and-federalism/
https://mdappblog.com/2015/11/02/in-applying-federalism-to-gun-control-first-account-for-state-court-views/


Poverty (2)
● Aid to Families with 

Dependent Children
● Temporary Assistance 

to Needy Families
● Workfare

Group 6

https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/cross-center-initiatives/state-local-finance-initiative/state-and-local-backgrounders/public-welfare-expenditures
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EW-iILS9jECONSvzS5_ufqnxB3IW_O2O/view?usp=sharing


Civil Rights (2)
● Racially-motivated 

gerrymandering
● Places of public 

accommodation
● Black Lives Matter

Group 7

https://verdict.justia.com/2017/03/08/federalism-play-role-interpretation-civil-rights-laws
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UcwQuPKcgomTfv1aLHg302Sn-Ahl5uO_/view?usp=sharing


Abortion (2)
● Woman’s body & 

reproductive rights
● Roe v. Wade
● State abortion 

restrictions

Group 8

https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/abortion-access-tool/US
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs2Tky72ub7CkrFq6XAuSrGp_5K8MMU_/view?usp=sharing


Homelessness (2)
● Homelessness is a US 

and CA issue
● Variety of homeless 

populations
● Rising housing costs
● COVID added to the 

problem

Group 9

https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-statistics/state-of-homelessness-2021/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JENzrVf291JS76405qj6ID3sFBO8kHKq/view?usp=sharing


Class Debriefing
● Explain how your issue 

creates a conflict between 
the national and state 
governments.

● Argue whether you 
believe it should be (a) 
wholly a national issue, (b) 
entirely a state issue, or 
(c) a mix of the two.



Topic

Explain how your issue creates a conflict between 

the national and state governments.

Should it be a national, state, or mix of the two? 

Who rules?


