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Learning Intention Success Criteria
● I can identify the 

branches of 
government and 
powers they contain

● I can explain the 
implications of 
separation of powers 
and “checks and 
balances” for the U.S. 
political system.

Topic 1.6 Principles of US Gov & Amending

You will 
need

● 1-2 Chromebooks per group
● Constitutional Power Jamboard

Constitutional Power Jamboard

Homework Read pgs 64-77 & work on 
reading guide



● PMI-1.A LO- Explain the 
constitutional principles of 
separation of powers and “checks 
and balances.”



1.6 Principles of US Government & 
Amending the Constitution

Learning Intention
▪ I can identify the 

branches of 
government and 
powers they contain

Success Criteria
▪ I can explain the 

implications of 
separation of powers 
and “checks and 
balances” for the U.S. 
political system.



* Taking Notes
Students are expected to take notes 
on discussions, slide decks, and 
videos to reference later when 
reviewing content, studying for 
assessments, and completion of class 
activities building upon prior 
knowledge.



● How did the 
Constitution live up to 
the American ideals as 
ratified?



‘What To The 
Slave Is The 
Fourth Of 
July?’ 
Descendants 
Read 
Frederick 
Douglass’ 
Speech

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBe5qbnkqoM


● How does the 
Constitution live up to 
the American ideals, as 
ratified, today?



Table Group Activity
In your table group
▪ Identify legislative, executive, 

and judicial powers
▪ Identify at least one check on 

each branch



Legislative Executive Judicial

Powers

Checks



Branches of Gov





1. Explain the multiple access points for 
stakeholders and institutions to influence 
policy as a result of separation of powers and 
checks and balances.

2. How have checks and balances been used in 
impeachment, removal, and other legal actions 
against public officials deemed to have abused 
their power?



Federalism
Division of 
power between 
the national 
and state 
governments… 
What could go 
wrong?



Federalism & Marijuana



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKkFL1sTigc


Federalism & Marijuana

▪ What were the connections to 
federalism in the video?

▪ What did you find surprising?



Federalism & Marijuana
1. What does this video have to do with federalism?
2. Do you think states should make laws that contradict 

federal law?
3. When the state and federal law are at odds, who wins?
4. How much power should the Attorney General have to 

decide how to enforce laws?
5. Do you agree with Chris Williams’ sentence?
6. Why isn’t the U.S. shaded as only one color in the map 

above?



Homework
▪ Read pgs 64-77 & work on reading guide 


